136    understand it.   It was unheard of in the Austrian army
that officers thought about private soldiers/7
On that sixth of August Pilsudski had said to
his chief of staff, "Death or great fame awaits us.v
Personally he believed they would win death rather thaii
fame. They never had the opportunity to carry out some
great exploit and win renown. They were assigned little
tasks, important only as they fitted into the big plans
that controlled the whole eastern front. They secured
little newspaper publicity abroad. Western readers were
not greatly concerned in what a handful of Poles were
doing, when every day great headlines told of the Ger-
mans' advance across Belgium toward Paris, of the battle
of the Marne, and the details of trench warfare when
that was brand new and every item interesting. In-
deed Polish newspapers in America had a most difficult
time to get any information about Pilsudski's activities,
for the whole four years of the war.
But there exists a very full account of those first
months of the Legions. To fill the long days of his
detention at Magdeburg, Pilsudski wrote a minute ac-
count of three incidents in which he and his men took
part on their sector of the eastern front. It is a first-
person account that reminds one of Caesar's Commenta-
ries and the Anabasis; yet it is more, for it gives military
details and is also a psychological study of a commander
who had then the leisure to review those weeks of war-
fare and criticize his own actions. It has a double value
—historical and autobiographical. Its sincerity is evi-
dent, for it was written with no thought of publication.
It is most delightful reading and is proof of the variety
of Pilsudski's talents—he used the pen as well as the
sword.
More and more men had joined the Legions. They
were nearly five thousand when they took the oath of
loyalty to Austria, early in September. They wore a
distinguishing badge with the initial letters of the Latin

